
 
 

Deltaport Third Berth Project Community Liaison Committee (DCLC) 

Meeting Notes 

Date January 22, 2009  

Times 6:00 – 9:00pm 

Location Delta Town and Country 

Meeting facilitated by: Charles Holmes, notes by Amanda Blair 

Members present: Leslie Abramson, Allan Baydala, Steve, Bayley, Farida Bishay, Robert 
Butler, Simon Daniels, Colin Donaldsen, Bernita Iversen, Linda McKay, Clint Morgan, Carl 
Nygren, Michael Owen (until 7pm), Vic Rivers 

Regrets:  Alan Cadwell, Teresa Cooper, Roger Emsley, Byng Girard, Remo Williams 

Others: Naomi Horsford (PMV), Mike Schneider (Webmaster) 

Guests: Darrell Desjardin (PMV), Don McLean (DMD & Associates) 

Desired Meeting Results: 

By the end of this meeting we will have: 

1. Have heard a presentation regarding Deltaport lighting review 

2. Have reviewed ‘We Asked’ 

3. Have reviewed and agreed on any amendments to the Terms of Reference 
regarding length of service 

4. Have agreed upon next steps for attending a Delta Council meeting 

 
Action Summary 
Action Responsible Due Date 
Schedule the Lighting Sub-Committee 
meeting at Glenwood during February 

Naomi February 1, 2009 

Communicate the date of the Lighting 
Sub-Committee 

Amanda February 1, 2009 

Follow-up to address the shielding of 
the lighting during construction 

Naomi and Simon February 19, 2009 

Draft the letter to Council and 
circulate to DCLC for comment 

Amanda February 1, 2009 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Welcome 

¶ This is Colin’s last meeting before retiring from TSI.  DCLC acknowledges and 
appreciates his service on the committee. 

¶ There are 12 DCLC members present at the start of the meeting and quorum 
is confirmed. 

 
Review Actions from Last Meeting 
Action Responsible Due Date 
Prepare the draft ‘We Asked’ and circulate to 
the committee 

Teresa Cooper Complete 

Prepare a report on website hits and have 
that available ongoing 

Mike Schneider Complete 

 

Information Exchange since Last Meeting 

¶ The first communication sent to DCLC via the website was received.  Mike 
Schneider has acknowledged receipt and Amanda to send a reply on behalf of 
the committee. This reply will include an invitation to join a meeting of the 
lighting sub-committee.  

Updates from Members not Present 

Background 

¶ This is the opportunity for DCLC members who were absent from the last 
meeting to raise any issues that were outstanding. 

Update 

¶ None 

Presentation – Review of the TSI Lighting Study 

Don McLean, DMD & Associates 

Background 

¶ The Corporation of Delta commissioned a review of the TSI Lighting Study for 
DP3.  DMD & Associates specialize in large scale lighting projects, primarily 
ball fields. 

Highlights 

¶ The original report recommended high mass lighting, which is appropriate for 
a Port.   



 
 

¶ DMD confirms that HPS is less impacting as included in the original report 

¶ From the original report, there was a concern that the use of the term ‘cut-
off’ may have been misused.  This term is often misused as it is for fixture 
lighting. 

¶ DMD found that there was very little detail on the gantry crane lighting or 
about the lighting controls 

¶ The lighting levels that were prescribed were very reasonable.  The facility is 
not over lit.  The lighting levels are just over what one would see in a parking 
lot. 

¶ DMD recommends that if source brightness levels proposed cannot be met 
using the fixture which is being proposed. Then the designer may wish to 
consider a sports light style fixture, such as the Musco type which has 
specialized optics and an external visor to minimize off site impacts. Musco 
sports lights are used throughout Delta Parks (in metal halide sources) and 
recommended by the International Dark-Sky Association. 

Q&A regarding the DMD Review: 

Q – The fixtures that Omni is recommending, are they the ones you would choose? 

A – They would be considered.  We would run a series of comparisons. 

Q – Is it possible to provide shields for the type of fixtures that are being 
recommended? 

A – I am not sure. 

Q – What length would a light like the one you have suggested emit?  The Port 
needs 65-80m. 

A – Fairly far.  It is possible to test them via the vendor. 

Committee Discussion 

¶ Consider the lighting on DP3 as an opportunity to test lighting for a Deltaport 
lighting redesign.  Perhaps they can be redistributed with DP1 and DP2. 

Agreements 

¶ An evening meeting on Glenwood will be scheduled in February Simon, 
Darrell, Remo, Linda, and Vic.  Community members who have expressed 
lighting concerns will be invited as well. 

¶ The Lighting Sub-Committee has been finalized: Simon, Linda, Vic and Remo. 

Action 

¶ Naomi to schedule the Lighting Sub-Committee meeting at Glenwood during 
February.   



 
 

¶ Amanda to communicate the date to the committee as a whole and 
community members from whom correspondence has been received. 

Reports 

Communications Sub-Committee 

Background 

¶ DCLC agreed to proceed with ‘We Asked’ column for the Delta Optimist. 

Updates 

¶ Leslie is meeting with the Delta Optimist regarding the ‘We Asked’ article on 
January 23rd.  It is ready to go in the paper as soon as there is space 
available. 

¶ The next article is going to be on lighting and will invite community members 
to attend a meeting with the lighting sub-committee. 

¶ Website statistics were distributed to the committee – Mike will generate this 
report ongoing. 

Noise Sub-Committee 

¶ PMV has approached two Port organizations and asked both environmental 
committees for any Best Management Practices for noise.  There should be 
an update by the end of February. 

Port Metro Vancouver 

Refer to Appendix A & B 

Additional PMV Updates 

¶ Barge berth is out for tender. 

¶ In regards to additional need for 108 truck trips (see appendix B), DCLC 
agreed that Option 2 is the preferred option: 

o Option 2 outside of rush hour, after Patullo Bridge is back, is the 
preference. 

o This is also a good public relations option, which demonstrates 
sensitivity to community concerns.  There is a suggestion to have a 
press release acknowledging consideration community input. 

¶ New website www.portmetrovancouver.com 

¶ Next update to the Table of Commitments will be at the end of February 

 

 



 
 
Committee Updates 

¶ Delta Farmers’ Institute explains that 57B will have an advanced warning 
system in 2011 and has made other progress in terms of an overpass. 

¶ Construction lighting – the Environmental Management Plans state that the 
construction lighting will be shielded and that is not happening.   

Action 

¶ Naomi and Simon will follow-up respectively to address the shielding of the 
lighting during construction. 

Business 

Presentation to Delta Council 

Background 

¶ Naomi and Allan Baydala received a request from Delta Council to have DCLC 
present. 

¶ DCLC presented to Delta Council last year. 

Agreements 

¶ DCLC agreed to accepting the invitation and will send a letter that: 

o Updates council  on DCLC’s structure and mandate 

o Requests a daytime workshop format meeting 

o Request questions and topics that Council is interested in 

¶ March 2nd or 30th are the preferred dates 

Action 

¶ Amanda to draft the letter to Council and circulate to DCLC for comment  

Terms of reference 

Background 

¶ The Terms of Reference state that the term of service on DCLC is two years, 
with the option of a one year extension.  The committee was started two 
years ago in March. 

 

 

Update 

¶ Naomi needs to know by the next meeting if members are planning to 
continue or step down.  At the next meeting the decision to determine 



 
 

whether or not to recruit additional members will need to be made.  A 
recruitment subcommittee may need  to be formed. 

Next Meeting Agenda – February 19, 2009 

¶ Lighting committee update on park visit 

¶ Strategy for Delta Council presentation 

¶ Terms of reference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
APPENDIX A – PMV Update 
Meeting Date: January 22, 2008  
Deltaport Third Berth Community Information Session  
Port Metro Vancouver hosted an information session in Delta at the Tsawwassen Golf and 
Country Club on December 2, 2008 to provide the community with an update on the 
Deltaport Third Berth Project (DP3). Port staff and members of the Deltaport Third Berth 
Project Community Liaison Committee (DCLC) were in attendance to answer questions. 
¶ A total of 49 individuals attended the event including 9 members of the DCLC, 2 elected 
officials and 38 members of the public. 
¶ Information boards were on display and printed materials and CDs were also available. 
Comments forms were provided, as well as issue tracking forms for Port staff and DCLC 
members to note items that were raised during open house discussions. 
¶ No comment forms were completed at this open house. However, attendees discussed 
various issues and concerns with Port staff and DCLC members, which were recorded for 
follow-up. 
 
Issues Raised 
Environmental Issues: 
¶ Shellfish health, possible sources of contamination, shellfish harvesting by the Tsawwassen 
First Nation; 
¶ Concern over the health of habitat in the intercauseway area; and 
¶ Interest in whether breaching of the causeway should be done to restore “natural” water 
circulation through the intercauseway area. 
Lighting: 
¶ Interest in information on new lighting study; 
¶ Desire to see trespass light dealt with; 
¶ Comment that lighting has improved in regards to the gantry cranes, the lights now go off 
when the booms goes up; and 
¶ Concerns regarding lighting seen on the horizon, and as far away as the Gulf Islands. 
Adaptive Management Strategy (AMS): 
¶ Question regarding whether the AMS is available online; 
¶ Question regarding the study areas in the AMS and who completes the studies; and 
¶ Question regarding any mitigation measures that have been implemented in response to 
trends so far. 
Rail: 
¶ Concern that proposed new sidings on BC rail trains are impeding view from nearby 
residences. 
Communications: 
¶ Question regarding the cost of the Delta artists’ calendar, and the Port advertisements in 
Delta. 
¶ Question regarding what will happen to the art included in the calendars. 
 
Construction Update  
General Update 
The installation of TSI’s underground services is proceeding well, as are PMV’s marine 
works. The last remaining sheet pile wall sections at the north end of the expansion area 
have been driven and tieback anchors for that wall are being constructed. Fill and 



 
 
densification of the area behind the caissons is in progress, as is the cast-in-place concrete 
work above the caissons. Erosion protection is being placed in front of the caissons. 
 
Barge Berth  
DFO has authorized the construction of the temporary barge berth for importing materials 
for TSI’s site works and for the East Causeway habitat compensation works and bids will be 
requested very soon for the construction of the barge berth. 
 
Removal of Excess Preload Material  
The marine works component of the Deltaport Third Berth Project is nearing completion and 
the terminal construction phase will now begin. Surplus preload material used at the site 
must be removed by February 6, 2009 in order to proceed with terminal construction. 
Port Metro Vancouver has waived the Marine Works Contract requirement for preload 
material to be removed by waterborne transport and another environmentally appropriate 
option has been identified by the contractor. All surplus preload material will be removed 
from the site by truck to the Ministry of Transportation’s SFPR site at 72nd and Burns Drive. 
PMV remains committed to reducing emissions and minimizing the number of projectrelated 
truck trips through Delta. By reusing the material within Delta, fewer vehicle emissions and 
less truck traffic on Delta roads will be created than if the related fill/preload areas were 
supplied from any other source. 
The construction contractor estimates the quantity of surplus preload is between 50,000 - 
60,000 m3. Removal of surplus preload began on January 2, 2009 and is expected to be 
completed by February 6, 2009. 
 
Silt Curtain  
A silt curtain that was tied-up (not in use) came free on January 1st. Part of it was 
recovered on the 5th and the other part was recovered on the 7th. The silt curtain had to be 
recovered in a manner that was both environmentally sensitive and safe for crews. Crews 
could only retrieve the curtain at high tide by boat, since any attempt to access from the 
shore at low tides would have been likely to cause damage to the foreshore environment, 
and would have potentially been unsafe for anyone on foot. Weather conditions were quite 
difficult during the time in question. 
 
Environmental Update  
Ocean Disposal Permit A new ocean disposal permit will be applied for following the 
completion of a marine sediment sampling and analysis program at the end of January. The 
ocean disposal permit will utilize the existing disposal site at Roberts Bank. The remaining 
dredging and disposal will take place in Spring/Summer 2009 subject to appropriate 
environmental windows. 
 
On-site Habitat Compensation  
Sandbar Stabilization – The baseline monitoring data compilation is complete and has been 
forwarded to DFO. A meeting to review the results and to discuss next steps in this project 
with DFO will be scheduled for January or February, 2009. 
East Causeway – DFO has provided an authorization for the proposed temporary barge berth, 
and the terminal operator (TSI) is now preparing to tender the barge berth construction 



 
 
project. Physical work on the east causeway habitats is now expected to begin this spring, 
with completion expected early next year (2010). 
Reefs – Work on the reefs in still in progress and is expected to continue on a weather 
dependent and equipment availability basis for the next few months. Completion is expected 
by the end of April, 2009. 
Salt Marsh – All physical works are now complete. Monitoring of marsh habitat functions will 
commence this spring. 
Caisson Refugia – All of the caissons are now in place. This project is complete. Monitoring of 
habitat functions will commence in concert with monitoring of the reefs, when those are 
complete later this year. 
Off-site Habitat Compensation (Rose-Kirkland Island) 
The Rose-Kirkland off-site compensation project is complete except for the installation of a 
flap gate in the dyke. This will be done in the spring of 2009. At this point, the project 
appears to be very successful and has created approximately seven hectares of productive 
wetland habitat. 
Recommendations fr om last meeting (November 27, 2008)  
TSI has provided responses to the following DCLC recommendations: 
1. It is recommended that TSI include an addendum to the study that explains the role and 
impact of machinery lighting as it complements site lighting. 
TSI response: Omni Engineering are working on the addendum and will submit to TSI in early February. 
2. It is recommended that TSI provide more information on metal halide and high pressure 
sodium lighting, including the process for disposal. 
TSI response: TSI/ Omni Engineering will endeavour to provide more information by early February. 
3. It is recommended that TSI start with the new lights angled at 50 degrees and increase 
the angle as needed for safety rather than the other way around. 
TSI response: Lighting will be set at angles noted in the Lighting Report and reviewed accordingly. 
4. It is requested that some DCLC members participate in a evening tour of the Port to see 
the lighting. 
TSI response: It is suggested a tour be arranged by Naomi Horsford at a date to be decided at the next DCLC. 
 
Project -related questions  
1. How many cubic meters have been disposed of, if this has been determined? 
Port Response: April, 2008 – April, 2009 permit was for 20,000 m3, estimated volume disposed of April – Sept, 
2008 was 160,663. So the 2008 permit was exceeded by approximately 140,663 m3. 
2. How was this quantity determined? 
Port Response: The quantity was determined primarily through underwater surveys, with a small volume (500 
m3) estimated based on the contractor’s experience. 
3. Was this quantity all sand or sand and water combination? 
Port Response: The volumes are sand only – they do not include the volumes of water used to transport the sand 
by pump and underwater pipeline. 
4. Where the material originated from? Both on site and off site a small sketch or map 
would suffice. 
Port Response: The material originally came from the Fraser River and was dredged from there as part of the 
annual, ongoing maintenance dredging of the River’s navigational channels. 
5. If the material came from a "transfer pit", why was it not returned to where it came 
from? 
Port Response: The material could not be returned to the Fraser River for obvious reasons. It could not be 
returned to the “transfer pit” because it would have interfered with safe navigation of ships to and from Berth 3 



 
 
and because the “transfer pit” was only permitted by the regulatory agencies as a temporary construction 
method, with the area to be returned to its former dredged profile when no longer required for project purposes. 
The term “transfer pit” is misleading and it should more properly be called the “temporary underwater 
stockpile”. It was located in the area dredged as part of the Deltaport Berth 3 project for safe navigational access 
by ships and used by the Marine Works contractor to deposit fill material from River maintenance dredging 
operations until it could be used on the site. 
6. Why was it not used at Roberts Bank? 
Port Response: It was not used at Roberts Bank because it was not needed for fill or preload on the site. 
7. Could it have been "saved till T2 or other infrastructure improvements were identified? 
Port Response: No, it could not have been “saved till T2 or other infrastructure improvements were identified”. 
Per the reply to #5 above, it would have interfered with safe navigation of ships and the use of the location for 
this purpose was only permitted by regulatory agencies for the purposes of the DP3 project. Even if neither of the 
foregoing reasons was applicable, it would have been considered ocean disposal to leave it in place. 
8. Could it have been pumped ashore, "now" & "saved" instead of disposed at sea? 
Then drained and trucked off? 
Port Response: By the time it was disposed of, it was too late to pump the material ashore without causing 
significant interference with the Berth 3 project construction, as well as significant related costs and delays. 
Furthermore, trucking it off site would have been counter to PMV’s ongoing efforts to minimize project-related 
trucking on local roads and highways and there were no identified locations for such a large volume of material 
at that time. 
9. Approximately how many truck loads would be involved in this? 
Port Response: Approximately 10,000 tandem truck loads would have been required. 
10. Where would the trucks have taken it? 
Port Response: The material would have had to be trucked to either: 
a. Wherever the Marine Works contractor could have sold it – possibly through the Tunnel; or 
b. The closest public dumpsite that could have accepted that volume. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
APPENDIX B – PMV Update re Trucking Material to DP3 
Deltaport Berth 3 – Proposed additional trucking of material to site 
January 21, 2009 
DCL wishes to import by truck approximately 2,700 m3 of aggregate to the Berth 3 construction site from 
Mainland Sand & Gravel in Richmond (via Steveston Hwy, Hwy 99, Hwy 17 and Deltaport Way), between 
now and April 30, 2009, for use as base course under the rear crane beam and as bedding material for 
various buried utilities (conduits, piping, etc.). This amount is less than 3% of the total volume of 
granular base and sub-base material to be imported to the site over the duration of the Marine Works 
Contract. The remaining 97% is being imported by water borne transport, as required by DCL’s contract 
with VFPA, and DCL has already imported approximately 22,000 m3 of this type of material by water. 
However, the 2,700 m3 in question is required in small quantities over an extended period of time as the 
crane beam and utilities are installed across the site, during which time no other material of the same 
gradation is required on site. 
Requiring DCL to import the material by water borne transport would make it necessary to stockpile the 
material on site before it could be used, despite requirements in the Contract not to stockpile it, 
because the material cannot be used all at once and it is not reasonable to expect DCL to moor a loaded 
barge at Deltaport for a period of approximately 3 months until the material is all used. However, there 
is no area available on site that is free of construction activity during the next 3 months. Any stockpile 
for the material would have to be repeatedly relocated, which would greatly interfere with the progress 
of DCL’s work, TSI’s site services work, or both. It would also add significant additional cost. 
DCL has estimated the 2,700 m3 of aggregate would require approximately 108 tandem truck loads to 
the site over a period of approximately 3 months (late January – April 30), with an overall average of 
1.65 loads/day. Recognizing VFPA’s concerns about EAO requirements to minimize trucking of materials 
to and from site as well as the local communities concerns about such truck traffic, DCL has suggested a 
couple of options for consideration if they are more acceptable to the community, i.e.: 
1. If using the George Massey Tunnel is a significant concern, DCL could consider sources in the Fraser 
Valley. However, such sources would likely result in trucks travelling more distance for a longer time 
on Delta roads. 
2. DCL may be able to restrict hauling to specified hours outside the daily rush hour periods but during 
normal working hours, provided a minimum 4 hour window/working day is available. Deliveries at 
night are not an option because the supplier only loads trucks M-F 07:00 – 15:30 and Sat 07:00 – 
12:00. 
VFPA would appreciate having the DCLC’s feedback on this issue, as well as its thoughts about any other 
reasonable options that may be available, before making a decision on DCL’s request to import the 
specified material by truck. DCL has confirmed it will import all other granular material by water. 


